
Q&A with State Superintendent, Catherine Truitt  
Webinar: Student Literacy & Early Childhood Learning 

 
In order to provide more transparency on directives listed in the Excellent Public Schools Act of 2021, 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Catherine Truitt and her staff provided more clarity on 
questions posed by attendees during the NCASA Spring and Summer Webinar: Student Literacy & Early 
Childhood Learning. The questions below were answered by Superintendent Truitt and additional 
information was provided by her staff to make the most information available for planning for school 
leaders and administrators.  
 
Q: Per child bonus is related to 3rd grade only, correct?  
Superintendent Truitt: stated that this was her understanding. 
Staff input:  Yes, per legislation this is correct, for Grade 3 only.  
Each local school administrative unit shall provide a reading camp performance bonus to a teacher who 
provided instruction at a third grade reading camp in a per-student amount determined by the local 
board of education that is at least one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) for each student not 
demonstrating reading proficiency assigned to that teacher who demonstrates reading proficiency on an 
alternative assessment at the end of the reading camp.  
 
 
Q: Will there be more specific information directed for early childhood education staff and children? 
What it will look like and timelines, etc.? 
Superintendent Truitt:  stated that there will be more specific direction for early childhood and is in the 
works with NCDHHS. 
Staff input: This is correct as well. We [NCDPI] have held a couple meetings already with NCDHHS to 
discuss the training overview and cohort timelines. More info to come.  
 
 
Q: Will IRPs be embedded in MTSS ECATS? 
 Superintendent Truitt: stated that she believes we [NCDPI] will be able to do this but she would follow 
up. 
Staff input: Discussions are currently ongoing related to this topic.  
 
 
Q: Will we be given guidance about who receives an IRP? 
Superintendent Truitt: stated that we [NCDPI] will provide guidance and who needs IRPs which will align 
with MTSS that is already used to determine who needs interventions. Once MTSS determines who 
needs interventions, then IRPs will be created for those students. 
Staff input: Yes. There is general guidance in legislation. However, we [NCDPI] are working on more 
specific guidance to help support clearly when an IRP should begin and process of deployment within 
MTSS.  
 
 
Q: Is it possible for NCDPI to recommend core curriculum aligned to SoR for tier I instruction? 
Superintendent Truitt: stated that she does believe we can do this and will follow up. 
Staff input: Our goal is to identify a list of aligned curriculum to make districts aware of SoR aligned 
options.  

https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2021/Bills/Senate/PDF/S387v4.pdf

